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The Main Event

Sat, 24th August, 
2013

SA FOV Annual 
Dinner 

Fogolar Furlan, Felixstow

If you wish to receive this 
newsletter by email and no 
longer require the paper form, 
please email: 
safriendsofvellore@gmail.com

We cordially invite you to the

SA Friends of Vellore

Annual Dinner 2013 

Saturday, 24th August, 2013
6:30pm for 7:00pm 

Fogolar Furlan Hall
69 Briar Rd, Felixstow

Guest Speaker:  Dr Sunil Chandy, Director CMC Vellore   
      

These are always hugely enjoyable evenings of
 wonderful Indian food and entertainment - don’t miss it!

Simply and easily purchase and print your tickets at 
www.trybooking.com/51586

See the enclosed flyer for more details!

A fund raising event in support of the Christian Medical College and Hospital Vellore, India
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Paikianathan Ariam  Devasagayam (known as Ariam) was born on 12th March, 1938 in Colombo, Sri Lanka. He was a student in the batch of 61 
at Vellore CMC, where he met Mary C. George of the 60 batch. After graduation Ariam  worked  in Sri Lanka  and Mary in Kerala. They mar-
ried in Chennai in May 1971 and moved  to Australia later that year. For the first two years they worked in Darwin and  then moved  to 
Adelaide in 1973  where they worked as general practitioners. Their home became a place of hospitality for the expatriate alumni and  for 
their many friends from Maughan Uniting Church where they 
were actively involved. 

The Friends of Vellore Annual Dinner was the richer for Ariam’s 
hosting a  crowd of Adelaide’s alumni, and vigorously participating 
in the auction in his generous mischievous manner, driving up the 
bid to aid Vellore’s needy patients.

Ariam had been suffering from  a progressive Parkinson’s Disease 
for more than 15 years. When Mary  passed  away suddenly in 
August 2008, his son David’s wife Jisa took over Mary’s role, tak-
ing care of Ariam with love and patience. He passed away peace-
fully on 22nd May, 2013. 

We cherish the fond memories of Ariam and Mary. Our thoughts 
and  prayers are with their sons David  and Jonathan and also with 
David’s wife Jisa and grandson Aadi.

Daryl and Wendy Teague

&'()*+,-).(//0"()1"(2(34$50326&*%&+,-#&.$/0&1+&23!&4%")-5",(

6)"'P%D()'GD*(09#-9+'7"##%0"'80"*"+(9.%+*':;"+-+<'=9*')"#,'%+'N0-,9?'()"'40,'%/'>9?'9('()"'\%*"]"#,'̂ +-.+<'F)D0$)')9##5'G##'()"'4'*@"9A"0*'()-*'
?"90'="0"'9#D&+-'9+,'&"&E"0*'%/'()"'/9$D#(?'9('()"'F)0-*.9+'>",-$9#'F%##"<"C'7"##%0"'$D00"+(#?'%+'*(D,?'#"9;"5'_;"0'()"' #9*('1[4'?"90*C'()"?')9;"'
E""+'*@"+,-+<'.&"'-+';90-%D*')%*@-(9#*'-+'G,"#9-,"C'#"90+-+<'+"='("$)+-TD"*'9+,'9$TD-0-+<'+"='*A-##*'()9('()"?'=-##'E"'(9A-+<'E9$A'(%'7"##%0"5

M0'V-+-#9'F)9$A%'-*'9+'J+("+*-;"'F90"' 8)?*-$-9+'9('7"##%0"C'$D00"+(#?'9'P"+-%0'\"<-*(090'9('6)"'`D""+':#-X9E"()'a%*@-(9#5'P)"'*@%A"'9E%D('()"'1R[
E",'>",-$9#'J+("+*-;"'F90"'^+-('9('7"##%0"C'9'@90('%/'()"'Y4[E",'F0-.$9#'F90"'M-;-*-%+'*@0"9,'9$0%** 'Z'J+("+*-;"'F90"'^+-(*'9+,'4'a-<)'M"@"+,"+$?'
^+-(* '-+'()"' )%*@-(9#5'G*'%+"'=%D#,'"L@"$(' %/'()"' J+("+*-;"'F90"' ^+-(' -+'9' #90<"' ("0.90?')%*@-(9#C' ()"' ^+-(' #%%A*'9b"0' 9'=-,"';90-"(?'%/'&",-$9#'
$%+,-.%+* '-+' ()"' *-$A"*('%/'@9."+(*5' J(' -*'=%0()' +%.+<' ()9(' ()"'^+-('9(' 7"##%0"' -*'%+"' %/'%+#?'Z'%;"0*"9*'$"+(0"* '9+,' ()"' %+#?' $"+(0"' -+' J+,-9'
9$$0",-(",'/%0'@%*([<09,D9("'(09-+-+<'E?'()"'F%##"<"'%/'J+("+*-;"'F90"'>",-$-+"'%/'GD*(09#-9'9+,'H"='c"9#9+,5

M0'G+D<09)'F)0-*@9#'-*'9'd"+"09#'8)?*-$-9+'9('7"##%0"C'$D00"+(#?'9'P"+-%0'\"<-*(090'9('()"'N#-+,"0*'>",-$9#'F"+(0"5'a"')9*'9+'-+("0"*('-+'6%L-$%#%<?'
9+,'*@%A"'9E%D('9'&9e%0'<#%E9#'-**D"' f' *D-$-,"*5'F%+*D&@.%+'%/'@"*.$-,"*'-* '()"'&%*(' $%&&%+'&%,"'%/'*D-$-,"' -+'J+,-9C' @0-&90-#?'E"$9D*"' %/'
"9*?'9$$"**-E-#-(?'(%'()"*"'E?'()"'@"%@#"'9I"&@.+<'*D-$-,"C'=)%'@0",%&-+9+(#?'$%&"'/0%&'()"' /90&-+<'$%&&D+-(?5'H"90#?')9#/'%/'()"*"'@9."+(*'
90"' ;"0?'?%D+<C' -+'()"' 3g[1Y'?"90'9<"' <0%D@W'>%*(' %/' ()"&' 90"' -+' 9' *"0-%D*'$%+,-.%+'9('()"' .&"' %/' @0"*"+(9.%+' (%' ()"' )%*@-(9#' 9+,' 0"TD-0"'
9,;9+$",'#-/"' *D@@%0('&"9*D0"*5'J+'9,,-.%+C'&9+?',";"#%@'$%&@#-$9.%+*'#-A"';"+.#9(%0[9**%$-9(",'-+/"$.%+* '9+,'()"' J+("0&",-9("'P?+,0%&"C'9'
#9("' $%&@#-$9.%+'%/'@"*.$-,"'@%-*%+-+<'0"TD-0-+<'@0%#%+<",'E0"9()-+<'*D@@%0(5'6)-*'/%0&'%/'#-/"[*9;-+<'(0"9(&"+('-*';"0?'"L@"+*-;"C'9,,-+<'(%'()"'
#-*('%/'$)9##"+<"*'-+'()"-0'$90"5'P9,#?C'()"'@0-&90?'0"9*%+'/%0'()"'*D-$-,"'9I"&@('-*'%b"+']+9+$-9#')90,*)-@'E"$9D*"'%/'9'/9-#",'&%+*%%+'#"9,-+<'(%'
@%%0' 9<0-$D#(D09#' ?-"#,5' 6)"' *(90A' 0"9#-(?' -* '()9(' ()"' *%#D.%+'-*'+%(' #-&-(",' (%' ()"' 9@@0%@0-9("' &",-$9#' (0"9(&"+(' %/' ()"' @9."+(S' -(' -*'9' ,""@"0'
@0%E#"&' 0%%(",' -+' @%;"0(?' 9+,' -##-("09$?C' #-+A",' (%' @%#-$-"*' 9+,'@"*.$-,"' 0"<D#9.%+5' G+D<09)'9#*%' *@%A"' 9E%D(' @9."+(*'9,&-I",' (%'7"##%0"'
/%##%=-+<'*+9A"'E-("*'9+,'$%+*D&@.%+'%/'@#9+('@%-*%+*5

M0':#*9' 6)%&9*' -*' 9' \9,-%#%<-*(' 9(' 7"##%0"C' $D00"+(#?' 9' P"+-%0'\"<-*(090' 9(' ()"' N#-+,"0*'>",-$9#' F"+(0"5' 6)"' \9,-%#%<?'M"@90(&"+(' 9(' 7"##%0"'
@"0/%0&*' %;"0' h22C222' 09,-%#%<-$' ("*(*' 9' ?"90C' 9;"09<-+<' 9E%D(' 3hg2' ("*(*' 9' ,9?W' :#*9K*' 90"9' %/' -+("0"*(' #-"*' -+' -&9<-+<' %/' ()"' E0"9*(' f'
&9&&%<09@)?'9+,'D#(09*%D+,'"L9&-+9.%+5'P)"' )-<)#-<)(",'()9(' E0"9*(' $9+$"0' -*' ()"'&%*(' $%&&%+'$9+$"0' -+'=%&"+' -+'&"(0%@%#-(9+'J+,-95'
^+/%0(D+9("#?C'&9+?'=%&"+')9;"'9,;9+$",',-*"9*"' 9(' ()"' .&"'%/',-9<+%*-*5'6)"' *-X"'%/'()"' $9+$"0'9(',-9<+%*-*' -*'9' @%="0/D#',"("0&-+9+('%/'
*D0;-;9#'/0%&'()"' ,-*"9*"'9+,'"90#?',"("$.%+'E?'$9+$"0'*$0""+-+<'-*'@909&%D+(5'6)"0"'90"'&9e%0'$)9##"+<"*'-+'()-*'90"9'9+,':#*9' -+("+,*'(%'*(90('
9=90"+"**'@0%<09&*'9+,'9'V0"9*('F#-+-$'=)"+'*)"'0"(D0+*'(%'7"##%0"5'!)-#"' -+'G,"#9-,"C':#*9',-,'9+'_E*"0;"0*)-@'-+'E0"9*('-&9<-+<'9('()"' N#-+,"0*'
>",-$9#'F"+(0"'9+,'V0"9*(P$0""+'PG5'P)"'-*'9#*%'$%&@#".+<'9'N"##%=*)-@'-+'>9<+".$'\"*%+9+$"'J&9<-+<'9('()"'N#-+,"0*'>",-$9#'F"+(0"5

6)-*' 9++D9#'&"".+<' $%+.+D"*' (%' @0%;-,"' 9+'%@@%0(D+-(?' /%0' D*' (%' <"(' 9' <#-&@*"' -+(%'()"' )"9#-+<'&-+-*(0?' 9(' 7"##%0"' 9+,' *";"09#' 9*@"$(* '%/'
>",-$-+"' -+'J+,-9C'@90.$D#90#?'/%0' *(D,"+(*'@#9++-+<' ()"-0'"#"$.;"*'9+,'/%0' %()"0'@0%*@"$.;"' ;-*-(%0*'(%'7"##%0"5' G,"#9-,"' $%+.+D"*'(%'#"9,'()"'
=9?'-+'@0%;-,-+<'(09-+-+<'%@@%0(D+-."*'(%'/9$D#(?'/0%&'7"##%0"5' ' ' ' '

Mary and Ariam
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Mr. P.J. Kirk
9 Burnham Ave
Myrtle Bank, SA, 5064

Please accept the enclosed donation of $.................... to the work of the Christian Medical College and Hospital at Vellore, India.

Name..............................................................................................................

Address.............................................................................................................

 ................................................................................................Post Code.....................

Phone No...............................................

(Donations are tax-deductible if made to the Vellore Christian Medical College and Hospital Support Fund)

RAJESHWARI’S BABY

Rajeshwari is a simple village girl  in her early twenties.  Married just a year ago, the couple live with her parents in a rented brick house about 4 
km from Vellore.  The house is old and dilapidated.  An open space outside the house is used as a kitchen. 
They have electricity and sanitation, but there is  no water facility.  Water has to be collected in plastic pots 
once a week from the municipal  tap on the road.  In the backyard there is a large cement tank, built into 
the ground, where Rajeshwari’s father and husband ply their trade as dhobis (laundrymen) five days a 
week and together earn $140 per month.  They pay $16 for rent  and with the remaining money they 
manage to have three meals a day – they cook twice (breakfast and lunch are same and dinner).  
Rajeshwari’s mother stays at  home looking after the other needs of the family.  Rajeshwari has an elder 
brother and a younger sister, both  of whom study in 12th standard.  Her paternal grandfather also stays 
with them.  

Before long Rajeshwari was shyly able to reveal  to her husband that  she was pregnant.  She had regular 
antenatal check ups in CHAD (Community Health and Development) hospital. As the birth became 
imminent the membrane of her uterus  ruptured in  the morning, but in her ignorance she thought she was 
just  passing urine.  It was only in the evening when she told her mother what had happened that the 
implications were realized.  The family rushed her to  the Government  hospital  in Vellore.  An emergency 
Caesarean (LSCS) section was carried out and she delivered a baby girl.  The infant was born with a 
cystic retention cyst, like a huge blister on the tongue.  Since it was at the tip  of the tongue, the baby 
could not breast feed. So the baby was referred to Christian Medical College for further treatment.

The four-day old baby was admitted through the Paediatric Surgery Department.  As she could not breast 
feed normally, she was fed with the traditional baby feeding spoon, a palladi.  Under general anaesthesia 
the cyst was successfully removed.  After six days in hospital, the baby was discharged.  The cost of this 
expert surgical care came to $330, a sum well beyond the limited means of a poor family like 
Rajeshwari's.  They borrowed some money and paid $160 towards   hospital bill.  We took care of the 
baby in the hope that some kind donor would finance her care and $80 was allotted through the Person 
to Person Scheme.  The remaining amount was absorbed by the concerned unit and the institution.   

Rajeshwari and her mother - holding baby


