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OLD PHOTOS – MEMORIES FOR ANYONE? 
 
 

 
CMC VELLORE HOSPITAL CAMPUS IN 1969 

 
 

 
CMC VELLORE FOUNDER, 

 DR. IDA S. SCUDDER 
 ON HER 84TH BIRTHDAY 

 

 
FIRST HOSPITAL, KOSAPET, VELLORE, 1901 

 
 

OLD AND NEW STATISTICS TO COMPARE 
 

“On an average day” 1969**  2011* 
 
Outpatients  1922  6378 
Inpatients   985  2138 
Laboratory Tests  216  30160 
Operations  45  157 
Births   7  49 

 
Source: ** CMC Vellore FACTS AND FIGURES 1969 and 

* CMC Vellore Year Book 2011-2012 
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INFORMATION FROM THE MAY 2013 EDITIONS OF CMC NEWSL INE 
 
 

REMEMBERING AUNT IDA - Dr. Ida S. Scudder (1870-196 0) 
 
The 53rd anniversary of the death of our beloved Founder, Dr. Ida Sophia Scudder fell on 
May 24, 2013.  Reproduced below are excerpts of some of the tributes paid to Aunt Ida as 
news of her passing away caused the high and low alike to bow their heads in respect and 
gratitude.  The following tributes have been taken from the CMC Souvenir 1960 - The Ida S. 
Scudder Commemoration Issue. 
 
‘A great lady, whose dedication and planned working are exemplary..... I believe these 
qualities of service and unflinching devotion to duty, more than anything else, have lent a 
personality to this institution.'     

Dr. Rajendra Prasad, President of India (1950-62)  
 
‘Aunt Ida proved to us that the spirit of God can dwell in the heart and life of a person........We 
miss her, but her memory is with us. The fruits of her labour are carrying on her work.' 
       Dr. John S. Carman, Director (1954-67) 
 
‘To Aunt Ida : 
It is the morning of Wednesday, May 25th (1960).  The scene is set in the Hospital Compound, 
beneath the clock tower, the gift of a grateful people, who are now all gathered there for the 
last 'darshan' of their friend and doctor, their well wisher and healer, their Aunt and loyal, 
faithful servant, for that is what you indeed have been: a good, loyal and faithful servant of the 
people: the down cast and the heavy laden, the meek and the lowly.... 
The Funeral Oration is delivered in the language of the people you adopted as your own, the 
language of Tamil Nadu, where you lived and loved and laboured and where you are finally to 
be laid to rest.... 
And yet you will never be truly gone: for you will live on in the work you started, in the doctors 
and nurses you trained, in the women, particularly of the South, to whom you brought new 
life. 
A mile long procession slowly passes through the Hospital Gate on to the road named after 
you. On either side of the road, the people have gathered in all their strength.  The procession 
slowly winds its way through the Long Bazaar, then after a halt at the Central Church, goes 
past Schell, the scene of your early endeavours, now a flourishing Eye Hospital. 
And then we come to the final resting place, next to your dear mother of hallowed memory.  
Flights of angels wing thee to thy rest. You have toiled hard and well: Ninety years: how long 
ago it all seems: the new day in the new month of the new year of the new century: sixty 
years spent in a fast changing land, a land of promise and hope, a land you loved, aye, a land 
and people you loved so well. 
Dr. Ida Sophia Scudder, whom we now dare to address as Aunt, Friend, Companion of the 
Poor, this is your life! 
A life for which we, your heirs and descendants, your nieces and nephews, thank you, a life 
which is no more. 
For now you are gone, and oh! the difference to us! 
Sleep well, dear Friend! and thank you again and again. Yes, indeed, our gratitude is so 
profound that we may say 'thank you' till the valleys and the hills sound and resound with our 
humble thank you.' 

A tribute from the Students of CMC as printed in th e 1960 Commemoration Souvenir  
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DR INBAKUMAR JOSEPH RETIRES
 

 

Dr. Inbakumar Joseph, Physician, RUHSA, popularly known 
among the staff and community in K.V. Kuppam as 'Inba', was 
born in the family of the late Dr. L.B.M. Joseph, former Director 
of CMC and grew up on the CMC campus.  He completed his 
MBBS from CMC in 1985 and joined RUHSA as a Clinical 
Assistant Gr.IV in 1986 as part of his service obligation. 
His passion for Obstetrics and Gynaecology and work among 
the poor in the rural communities led him to work in RUHSA for 
26 years.  
RUHSA is a 75-bed rural hospital and community medicine program 45 
minutes from Vellore.  It has a busy medical, surgical, paediatric & obstetric 
in-patient, and out-patient service and a busy outreach program to primary 
care facilities in local villages.  It is a partner with the University of Sydney.  
(Additional information by FOVV Editor) 

 
DEDICATION OF THE GERIATRIC MEDICINE WARD 
The South Wing of the MTS-4 ward was dedicated as the Geriatric Ward, with 5 semi ICU, I 
single and 10 double beds.  Dr. Prasad Mathews, Head of the Department, Geriatric 
Medicine, welcomed the gathering.  Rev. Robin Phipon Lepcha prayed over the ward, and the 
Nursing Superintendent, Dr. Jayarani Premkumar cut the ribbon to inaugurate the ward. 
Felicitations were given by the Associate Director (Medical), Dr. George Joseph and the 
Associate Director (Chittoor Campus), Dr. Raju Titus Chacko on behalf of the Director.  The 
Vice Principal PG, Dr. Joy Sarojini and the Deputy Medical Superintendent, Dr. Nylla 
Shanthly, also lauded the efforts of the Department of Geriatric Medicine in taking care of the 
elderly in the community.  Dr. Benny Paul Wilson, Assistant Professor, Geriatric Medicine, 
closed the ceremony with a vote of thanks.  The department thanks all the staff who made 
this dream a reality. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT, JUNE 2013 
 

The Christian Medical College & Hospital in Vellore has the motto  
‘Not to be ministered unto but to minister’.  

 
This was shown recently when a 12 year old boy travelled 1500km from West Bengal 
together with his parents.  It was a result of his local Doctors’ advice to go to medical 
specialists at CMC Vellore as they might be able to deal with the serious tumour developing in 
the boy’s leg.  The Orthopaedic Surgery Department Specialists found a 10cm long tumour in 
his leg and it was spreading from knee to mid-leg.  Bone cancers are the second most 
common bone malignancy in children and often develop very quickly. 
 
While this was bad news for the boy and his family, the good news was that this CMC 
Department has been developing innovative surgery for such conditions, aided by a special 
microscope donated by UK Friends of Vellore, and have found this procedure to be very 
effective.  The boy was given chemotherapy before and after surgery to aid in the two months 
of healing time.  Back home three months later he was able to cycle 10 km to school. 
(Above extracted from the April 2013, Queensland Fr iends of Vellore Newsletter).  
 
On behalf of the FOVV Committee I pass on our thanks to all who attended the Fundraising 
Dinner on 4 May and in particular our Speakers, Drs. John Gault and Helen McNamara and, 
the Forsyth family for kindly donating the auctioned Kashmiri embroidery.  The late Professor 
Elliott Forsyth’s mother collected the cloths and lace when a Nurse with the AIF in India at the 
end of World War 1 and, brought them back to Australia.   
 
For those of you who were unable to attend this gala evening, you missed out on hearing well 
known Cardiologist & Consultant Physician, Dr. John Gault of Bendigo.  John’s topic 
highlighted the significance of the ‘Medical Women in his Life’.  Starting with his mother, Dr. 
Edna Gault and Aunt, Dr. Adelaide Gault who founded the Christian Hospital for Women at 
Azamgarh.  During his telling of the interesting life stories of these two women and others, 
John had a lively dialogue with his sister Louise Joy.  This dialogue brought much laughter as 
the two had differing views on events in their childhood.   
 
John’s presentation was followed by Dr. Helen McNamara who reflected on her recent time at 
CMC Vellore.  Hearing from the past and being updated to the present was a beautiful 
combination with two Doctors sharing their experiences of God’s work in their lives and, of the 
people who influenced them so significantly.  
 
You will be pleased to know of the financial success of the Fundraising Dinner.  I am advised 
that 68 attended, Ticket Donations raised $2825, the Silent Auction made $600 and the Raffle 
$365; a wonderful total of over $3800 with miscellaneous donations. 
 
Dr. Sunil Chandy, CMC Director, will be in Melbourne on 21 August and will be the guest 
speaker at a Luncheon at Queen’s College.  Dr. Chandy will speak on ‘Research & Clinical 
Practice at CMC Vellore’.   Contact FOVV Secretary, Louise Joy, if you want to attend, cost 
$30. 
 
May our dear Lord bless you all as we continue to support those in need in India. 
 
Yours in His love, 
Liz Guiver 
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PHOTOS FROM THE FOVV FUNDRAISING DINNER 
 
 

 
Speaker – Dr. John Gault 

 
 
 
 

 
Speaker – Dr. Helen McNamara 

 

 
Barbara Brown and Dorothy Wood 

 
 
 
 

 
FOVV President Liz Guiver, Cath Barnard and 

Susan Nightingale 
 
 
 
 

 
David Runia and Frank Opray 

 
 

 
And what most attendees said of the FOVV Fundraisin g Dinner – “It was a great night” 
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INTERESTING SNIPPETS 
 
Australian Friends of Vellore Board goes North, ver y North! 
The AFOV Board is holding its AGM in Darwin this year on 17 August during the Australian 
Alumni of Vellore Trauma Conference.  Professor Dr. Sunil Chandi, Director of CMC Vellore, 
will be present and speak.  Our FOVV President, Liz Guiver, will be attending and will bring us 
up to date after her return to Melbourne. 
 
Not the only CMC in town! 
FOVV President, Liz Guiver, met a doctor trained in India recently.  During discussion the 
doctor mentioned she trained at CMC and knew about the “Friends of” organisation.  
Surprise! Surprise!  The hospital referred to was CMC Ludhiana in Punjab which was started 
by two sisters from Scotland, both missionaries, in 1881.  The hospital currently maintains 
775 beds. 
 
FOVV AGM 
The date is yet to be confirmed but keep your ears tuned for when the message goes out.  It 
will be on in August or soon after and is a great occasion to celebrate the successes of the 
year, learn a little more about Vellore and fellowship with other supporters of FOVV. 
 
IT’S A VERY GOOD TIME TO DONATE TO FOVV ( TAXATION WISE) 
With the imminent close of the 2012-2013 Tax Year, now is the time to make that last minute, 
tax deductable gift to support CMC Vellore. 
Send or Transfer your gift as described below, clearly indicating it is a tax deductable 
donation to CMC Vellore and a tax deductible receipt is required.  Also your return address for 
sending the receipt to you. 
 
By Cheque:  made out to “Friends of Vellore Victoria” posted to the address shown below or, 
By Payment:  to any Bendigo & Adelaide Bank (by cheque, cash, transfer or direct credit) 
 
Post Details:      Bank Details (for payment):   
Evelyn Lehmann and John Gault   Friends of Vellore Victoria BBL 
c/o Treasurers Friends of Vellore Victoria BSB:  633000 
203 View Street     Account:  139185151 
Bendigo   Victoria   3550    Reference:  Your name/deductable donation 
(Ensure return address and donor name is included for (Please e-mail your postal address and name to 
for receipt/s)      Joint Treasurers e-mail address listed below for receipt/s) 

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FOVV INFORMATION MATERIAL: 
Enquiries/orders to Louise Joy, Secretary FOVV;  e-mail to fovvsecretary@gmail.com,  

telephone: 03 5433 3631 or Mobile: 0433 326 816 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FOVV President: Liz Guiver; Mobile: 0403 964 596, e-mail: fovvpresident@gmail.com  
FOVV Secretary:   Louise Joy; Mobile: 0433 326 816, e-mail: fovvsecretary@gmail.com  
FOVV Joint Treasurers:  John Gault & Evelyn Lehmann; Telephone: 03 5441 4289, 

e-mail: fovvtreasurer@gmail.com; postal address: 203 View Street, Bendigo, Vic., 3550 
FOVV Newsletter Editors:  George & Liz Guiver; e-mail: fovvnewsletter@gmail.com 
Australian FOV Website:   www.australianfov.net.au 


