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The Prosthetics and Orthotics division of PMR is now a training 
centre for students and staff from Africa and South East Asia. 
Collaborations with IIT Chennai and the Department of Science and 
Technology led to the establishment of the first Gait Analysis Lab in 
the country to study human movement and initiated the Department 
of Bioengineering in CMC. His legacy as the Director includes many 
achievements. He sees them as opportunities given to him by grace of 
God – the development of Chittor 
Campus stands out as a beacon. The 
establishment of Deputy Directorship of 
Missions (to coordinate the association 
between CMC and various mission 
hospitals) and Department of Distant 
education will be always remembered. 
 
Dr. Suranjan says he looks ahead with hope for what will be and 
gratitude for all that has been. He leaves CMC completely full and 
enriched beyond. His wife, Dr. Sara Bhattacharji retired as Professor 
of Community Health and Head of LCECU.  
 
Dr. Suranjan has been faithful in leading the Department of PMR and 
CMC with grace, humility and integrity, demonstrating true Christian 
living. His life and work truly reflects our motto, 'Not to be ministered 
unto but to minister'. The FOV Australia thanks Dr. Suranjan for the 
many years of faithful service and wishes him God's richest blessings 
as he begins a new phase of his life. 

Annual Appeal 

We are enclosing our annual appeal for your donations to CMC Vellore towards the 

Christian medical work done over there. 

Traditionally, our donations went into the Centenary Endowment Fund , the proceeds 

from which were used for the cost of  high tech facilities needed for diagnosis and 

treatment of poor patients who can’t afford to pay for them. 

There are other ways one could contribute too. ‘Person to Person’ donation helps to pay 

for the cost of hospitalisation of one patient and the donor will be subsequently contacted 

by CMC and notified the details of how the money was utilised. 

There are other ‘Designated donations’ which have been received from individual donors 

given towards an ‘established project’ at Vellore. Last year about 30% of donations were 

of such category. 

We look forward to your continuing support for CMC Vellore. Thank you. 
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Dear Friends of Vellore,  

It is again that time of the year when we touch base with you regarding 

the work done at CMC Vellore. 

During the past year there have been lots of new developments at  CMC, 

including the change of guard at the helm. Prof Suranjan Bhattacharji 

finished his term as the Director in September 2012.. We thank him for 

the great work he has done during his tenure as the Director of CMC. 

Dr. Suranjan Bhattacharji 

 

Dr. Suranjan Bhattacharji, Professor of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation and former Director retired on March 9, 2013. His 
association with the institution began 43 years ago, in 1970, when he 
joined CMC for his undergraduate medical studies.  

 
On completing his undergraduate studies, his 
zeal to reach out to the marginalised led him 
to work with Mother Theresa. The six month 
period with the Missionaries of Charity at the 
Home for the Dying (Nirmal Hriday) was a 
humbling, and life changing experience for 
the young medical graduate. He was struck by 
Mother Theresa's unmitigated focus to her 
calling. 

 

He returned to CMC in 1979 for his postgraduate studies in 
Orthopaedics. Following his Masters in Orthopaedics (1982), Dr. 
Suranjan responded to a need of the institution to take charge of 
PMR at a time when the Rehabilitation Institute was in crisis. He 
completed his Diploma in Rehabilitation Medicine from the Royal 
College of Physicians, London (1984) and Diploma of the National 
Board (PMR) in 1986. While on study leave in Stoke Mandeville, UK, 
he trained in Spinal Cord injuries.   
 
As Head of the Department of PMR (1986 to 2007), Dr. Suranjan has, 
by his perseverance, vision and team work led the Department to its 
current status of a WHO collaborating Centre for the Development of 
Rehabilitation Technology, Capacity Building and Disability 
Prevention. The initial DNB and subsequent MD programmes in 
PMR, the expansion of the Rehabilitation Institute, the development 
of an Urodynamic Lab, the Stem Cell Research Lab for spinal cord 
regeneration and the community based rehabilitation programmes 
are instances of his commitment to expand learning and patient care. 
Through the International Committee of Red Cross, he developed the 
use of plastics in Prosthetics and Orthotics for disabled persons.  

 New Director 

 

Dr. Sunil Chandy was commissioned as   the new 

Director on September 21, 2012 at  a function 

where the institution and CMC community came 

together for the service. Also commissioned on the 

occasion were the Principal, Dr. Alfred Job Daniel, 

the Medical Superintendent, Dr. C.E. Eapen, and 

other associate directors. 

 

Sunil is no stranger to Australia as he and his wife 

Gigi spent a few years in Adelaide as part of the 

post graduate training almost20 years ago. He is an 

interventional cardiologist and she is an obstetrician and gynecologist. 

 

Sunil and Gigi will be visiting Australia in August to attend the AGM of 

the Board and the Alumni Association gathering in Darwin. Following that 

they will travel around the country meeting various Friends of Vellore 

groups.  

Dinner to welcome Sunil and Gigi Chandy 

 

We are planning to have a dinner on Tuesday August 20th, 2013 evening 

in Sydney . 

 

Sunil will address the gathering, updating news of Vellore and present his 

vision for the coming 5 years. Once we finalise the details, we will let you 

know.  Please note that date in your calendar. 



                                                                                              The AGM of the Vellore Board 

 

The Annual General Meeting of the Australian Board was held on 18th 

August 2012 at Hobart, Tasmania. 

 

The meeting was chaired by the President, Prof. Ian Olver. The special 

guest of the Board was Mr. Sunny Philip, who was representing the 

Director of CMC Vellore. Sunny has worked in the Chaplaincy 

Department at CMC many years ago and at present is involved in a 

project which takes him to India often and he spends almost six months 

of the year over there, quite a good part of it at Vellore. He presented the 

recent developments at CMC. There was a lively discussion which 

followed, during which he was able to give us some in depth 

understanding of the various happenings in and around CMC. 

 

The President Prof Ian Olver presented in his report about the successful 

update of our website. He mentioned about the healthy relationship 

between the alumni and the FOV in Australia and how we are hoping to 

make use of this association to build up FOV branches in WA and 

Northern Territory. 

 

The various state representatives presented their annual reports on their 

activities and financial balance sheets. Richard Caitens presented the 

treasurer’s report. During the year 2011/12, the Board sent a total of 

$200,000.00 to CMC Vellore, 30% of which was for designated projects 

nominated by the donors. 

 

All Office Bearers agreed to stand for re-election – they were all elected 

unopposed. There was quite a bit of enthusiasm and excitement about the 

next year’s AGM which was planned to coincide with the annual 

gathering of the Australian Alumni  in Darwin, during the weekend of 16 

– 17 the of August 2013. The Director of CMC will be in attendance. 

 

The President thanked all those present for taking part in the 2012 

Annual General Meeting; in particular he thanked Sunny Philip for 

contributing to the Meeting with such an interesting and informative 

address. He also thanked Jeanette Hyland and the Tasmanian branch of 

the FOV for their kind and generous hospitality. 

Distant Education Unit – Post Graduate Diploma Course in Family 

Medicine 

 

Post graduate education for general practitioners is a normal thing in 

Australia, but in India, it was something unheard of. There are practically 

millions of doctors who never had the opportunity to update their 

theoretical and practical knowledge of medicine since they left the 

medical school. There were two main reasons. The distance to a teaching 

institution from their place of work and the practicality of getting away 

from work for any length of time to attend in house courses.  

 

Well aware of the need for such a programme, especially as there was a 

demand from Vellore graduates working in remote mission hospitals, 

Distant Education Unit was established in 2004. Since then, more than 

2000 doctors from across the country, both in the private and public 

sectors have benefited from it. High quality self-learning modules, 

regular assignment submissions, intensive resident contact programmes, 

focused sessions on ethics and values and project work form the course 

curriculum of all the distance education courses. Apart from Family 

Medicine, there are specialised courses for fields like Diabetes etc.  

 

The Distance Education Convocation was recently held on March 02, 

2013 for candidates who have completed the PG Diploma in Family 

Medicine (PGDFM), Integrated PGDFM and Distance Fellowship in 

Diabetes mellitus (DFID) courses. Dr. Jachin Velavan, is the current 

Coordinator of the Distance Education Unit. 

                     Dr. L.B.M. Joseph 

 

The Australian FOV mourns the passing away of  Dr. 

Joseph, fondly known as L.B.M., former Director of CMC. 

He spent a few years in Melbourne during his surgical post 

graduate training and was at the helm of  CMC in 70s 

during a very turmoil period. when the institution was 

almost toppled over by very nasty industrial disputes. He 

visited us during his time as the Director. He was an excellent teacher and 

clinician and was very efficient administrator, He was the friend of every one in 

the campus.. He passed away on  December 5th at the age of 74.  Dr. L.B.M will 

be fondly remembered by his friends in Australia, 



TRIBAL  PEOPLE  IN  THE  JAWADHI  HILLS 
 
The work of CMC reaches far beyond the boundaries of Vellore city. The 
Jawadhi Hills which are situated South of Vellore, rise to about 1000m, 
homelands for several tribal groups. In the 1970s Dr C K Job, a CMC 
graduate and staff member along with his wife made the arduous journey 
every week to visit some of the villages there. Leprosy was a priority in the 
80s so when funding became available, they developed a leprosy treatment 
and control program in these hill areas among about 20,000 people served 
by one Government Public Health Centre.  
 
When this funding ended, a monthly clinic from CHAD was continued. In 
2008, with funds from a Danish organisation which had supported CHAD 
for some years, CHAD undertook a program for general community health 
work for the tribal villagers. As well as weekly mobile clinics, there are now 
socio-economic programs involving farmers, young women and children, 
reaching 160 villages with a total population of about 30,000. 

 
 

Recently we were approached to help with a new venture that CMC is 
involved with in the Jawadhi Hills, in close partnership with the Don Bosco 
movement (a leading provider of Christian education, social service and 
care with Jesuit roots). It has the potential to make a real difference to some 
of the forgotten people in India.  
 
One of the issues is children's education. There are some schools but it 
seems that there is a lack of teachers and facilities. Drs. Shantidani Minz 
and Anuradha Rose have been working with the Don Bosco people, who 
have a base in the area, to set up after school clubs in the villages which are 
led by young people who have passed at least the 10th standard public 
exams (which children do at the age of 15 or 16). They can help the 
younger children with basic literacy and mathematics. These have proved 
popular and valuable. 

Now the challenge is to make use of the summer holidays in April, when 
the children are usually sent to do farming work. The plan is  to hold six 
camps for ten days each with 200 children coming to each camp. As well 
as the educational aspect, these camps will teach the children how to cook 
nutritious food using local ingredients and aim to boost personality 
development. All the children will be given a basic medical check up and 
treatment given where necessary by CMC staff. There will also be games 
and lots of fun. 
 
Australian Board has decided to 
contribute $5000.00 towards this 
project. There have been some new 
proposals put forward as extension of 
the above work. This is to do with giving 
opportunity for talented children from 
among the Hill population to seek 
admission into educational institutions 
to do courses like nursing etc. Under the 
umbrella of the Department of Community Health, there are moves to set 
up an ‘Education Fund’ into which individuals will be able to contribute. 
Once we have more details, I will let you know how you could participate 
in this new exciting venture. 

Volunteers for the NSW FOV 

 I wish to make an appeal to our friends. I have been trying to avoid writing this letter 

for quite some time, hoping that the situation might improve. But I sincerely feel that 

the time has come when we should act on it without any further delay before it becomes 

critical. 

 

We need people to volunteer to take up the positions as office bearers in the 

organization at state level. The ones who have been meritoriously serving for quite 

some time are getting on in age in some cases and some have other commitments which 

are making it hard for them to give much time for the FOV. 

 

I am happy to continue to be the treasurer / Newsletter editor for the time being so that 

there will be continuity, but we would sincerely hope for people to put up their hands to 

take up the other positions. 

 

Please do consider this request pray fully and we hope in the coming months, we will 

be able to formulate a new committee with fresh ideas and vigor. Please feel free to 

contact me by email or ring and have a chat about it if you have any queries and / or are 

moved to act on it. Looking forward to hearing from you. Thank you. 


