
Friends of Vellore, Victoria 
A division of the Australian Board of Vellore Christian Medical College and Hospital Limited, ABN 18 110 916 375 

JUNE 2012 NEWSLETTER 
 

 1 

SOME INFORMATION ABOUT CMC VELLORE WHICH WE ALL SUPPORT 
 

SOME OF THE COURSES OFFERED BY CMC VELLORE: 
 

FELLOWSHIP IN HIV MEDICINE 
The FHM training program is designed to address the expanding HIV epidemic, the limited 
availability of HIV care services and the absence of a formal clinical training program for 
doctors.  One hundred and thirty physicians were trained through the first seven batches and 
the eighth batch of physicians completed their training in March 2012. 
 
FELLOWSHIP IN ANALYTICAL CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY 
Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutic Drug Monitoring is a speciality in India which is 
rapidly expanding.  This course is for a duration of two years and the candidates selected will 
have hands on experience of HPLC and, if proven in ability, LC-MS/MS. 
 
FELLOWSHIP IN SECONDARY HOSPITAL MEDICINE 
CMC Vellore has developed the FSHM course to support young doctors who are working in 
secondary hospitals soon after their MBBS training.  This FSHM course aims to train the 
graduates in rational and competent practice of medicine at secondary level.  The course 
provides an opportunity for the graduates to learn as they work.  It is hoped that the FSHM 
course will ease the transition of the graduate from tertiary to secondary care. 
 
DIPLOMA IN ALLERGY & ASTHMA 
“Diploma in Allergy & Asthma” (DAA) is a 
year long distance learning program, in the 
subspecialty of Allergy, Asthma & 
Immunology and includes 4 contact sessions.  
 
It is being conducted by CMC Vellore in 
collaboration with the International Asthma 
Services (IAS) - a U.S based charitable 
organization dedicated to patient and 
physician education. 

 
Recent  DAA Group

 
DID YOU KNOW? 
 
Friends of Vellore exist right across the globe.  Groups operate in Australia, Belgium, 
Canada, Germany, New Zealand, Sweden, the United Kingdom and the United States of 
America. 
 
The Christian Medical College Vellore’s Vision Stat ement 
 

 
The Christian Medical College, Vellore, seeks to be a witness to the healing ministry of 

Christ, through excellence in education, service and research. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
 
Thank you to all those Friends of Vellore Victoria who attended the very special 2012 Vellore 
Fundraising Dinner held in the Junior Common Room, University of Melbourne  on Saturday 
28th April.  It was a gala occasion organized by our one and only Louise Joy.  She performed 
the varying tasks admirably, ably assisted by Evelyn Lehmann.  Comments heard included 
that ‘it was the best dinner ever’.  Having the Zellwood String Quartet playing as guests 
arrived was a treat in itself.  Then through the evening there was a performance by the 
Chandhrabanu Dancers, the Latin grace and delicious food.  The musical entertainment 
included Dhivia Bhaskaran with accompanist Stanley Wang.   
 
Our Guest Speaker, Dr. Sunny Philip, was brilliant.  Sunny brought to mind the hospital’s God 
centred focus on serving those with medical needs.  He did this through story telling and, one 
such story depicted a young person who had little, if any, finances and with God’s help 
waited while the resources were obtained.  Then the hospital performed the necessary 
surgery and cared for the young person until such time that the medical treatment had been 
completed.  In my opinion, the hospital became as a family for the young person while caring 
for her and, out of God’s love, all necessary treatment was obtained.  The loving care the 
hospital gave this one family brought a tear to many eyes on the night, and no doubt did the 
same during the patient’s care. 
 
Prior to Sunny presenting his paper, I had read out a passage of scripture; Ezekiel 34: Verse 
16, ‘I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down.  I will seek the 
lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 
weak’.  The Christian Medical College and Hospital in Vellore continues to carry out God’s 
work by seeking the poor, lost, strayed and injured and healing them so they are made well 
and able to return home.  Our God also calls us all to be involved with Him in this work. 
 
During the evening, Associate Professor Lynette Joubert reported on the Memorandum of 
Understanding between Melbourne University and the Christian Medical College and 
Hospital, Vellore.  This exciting news affirms the missionary call heard by Doctors’ Edna and 
Ted Gault who believed that medical professionals could learn from each other in each other 
countries.  This sharing of expertise can then be passed on to the patients in their care. 
 
Thank you once again for assisting the FOVV Committee raise in excess of $3,000 for the 
CMC Endowments which provide funds for free or subsidized treatment for those not able to 
pay for medical treatment at Christian Medical College and Hospital, Vellore. 
 
In case you missed it, Dr. Sunil Chandy has been appointed Director of the Christian Medical 
College and Hospital, Vellore and will take over this position in September 2012.  In response 
to our congratulating Dr. Chandy, he mentioned that he was looking forward to continuing the 
partnership with Friends of Vellore in Australia and asked us to continue with our prayer and 
support. 
 
Would you please remember the FOVV Committee, Dr. Sunny Philip and Dr. Sunil Chandy in 
your prayers as we seek to bring honour to our God. 
 
Yours in His love,  
Liz Guiver, President FOVV     
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FUNDRAISING DINNER PHOTOS 

 
Across the Dining Room 

 
 

 
FOVV Committee 

 

 
 

Keynote speaker – Dr Sunny Philip

FRIENDS OF VELLORE VICTORIA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
2 PM, SATURDAY 11 AUGUST 2012 

IN THE JUNIOR COMMON ROOM, QUEEN'S COLLEGE, UNIVERS ITY OF MELBOURNE, 
1 – 17 COLLEGE CRESCENT PARKVILLE.  

 
The Queen's College String Quartet will perform and Queen's College afternoon tea will be 
served.  For catering, please notify FOVV Secretary, Louise Joy, by phone to 5433 3631, to 
mobile 0433 326 816 or by e-mail to fovvsecretary@gmail.com, if attending. 
 
GUEST SPEAKERS: 
Dr. P.J. Kuruvilla, CMC Vellore Alumnus, GP in Bendigo speaking on his latest visit to CMC 
Vellore, and 
Professor Amitabh Mattoo, who will introduce The Australia India Association of which he is 
the Inaugural Director.   
 
REPORTS: FOVV Annual Report will be presented by President, Mrs. Liz Guiver and 
Financial Statement presented by Co-Treasurer, Evelyn Lehmann. 
 
OFFICE BEARERS:  All Office Bearers standing again.  Nominations for FOVV Executive, 
FOVV Research Committee and FOVV Liaison Committee will be invited from the floor. 



Friends of Vellore, Victoria 
A division of the Australian Board of Vellore Christian Medical College and Hospital Limited, ABN 18 110 916 375 

JUNE 2012 NEWSLETTER 
 

 4 

FOVV FILM AFTERNOON IN BENDIGO: 
 

 
A full and comfy looking Star Theatre at Eaglehawk 

 

It was a great success for FOVV, $1258 was 
raised to support the work at Vellore .  
“Taj”, a film directed and written by Winston 
Furlong, with Bendigo Producer Michelle 
Bourke, had a sell out crowd of over 100 and   
will be on public release in August 2012.  
 
The afternoon, which was enjoyed by all, 
included a raffle, the opportunity to meet the 
Director, Winston Furlong, and enjoy the 
delectable “Taste of India” refreshments 
prepared by local GP, Dr. P.J. Kuravilla.  
Thank you Evelyn Lehmann for organising it.  
 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING: 
 
At the Vellore Dinner in April, Associate Professor Lynette Joubert outlined the steps taken to 
develop a Memorandum of Understanding between the University of Melbourne Faculty of 
Medicine Dentistry and Health Sciences and the Christian Medical College, Vellore, South 
India.  The process was initiated by Associate Professor Joubert, Senior Research Fellow 
Department of Social Work University of Melbourne and Peter Mac Callum Cancer Centre 
Victorian Adolescent and Young Adult Cancer Service.  She obtained support from the 
Australia India Association and Professor Amitabh Mattoo, the Inaugural Director, expressed 
whole hearted support for CMC Vellore and Friends of Vellore in Australia.  
 
The point of establishing an MOU is to provide an ongoing organisational framework for 
student and research exchange between Melbourne and Vellore.  Many individuals have 
travelled both ways but the MOU provides continuity and guidelines.  The MOU was signed 
at the University of Melbourne in early May, Dr. Sunny Philip representing CMC Vellore. 
Professor Stephen O'Leary, Otolaryngology Supervisor at the Royal Eye and Ear Hospital 
Melbourne and CMC Vellore Professor Dr. Mary John were participants and it will initially 
operate for three years and be monitored by Associate Professor Joubert. 
 
Early discussions were held in August 2011 during the Melbourne visit of Professor Lionel 
Ganaraj, Medical Superintendent CMC Vellore. Associate Professor Joubert visited CMC 
Vellore in January 2012 reinforcing the impetus toward signing the MOU. 
 
The Inaugural Scholar to visit Australia under the MOU, in October 2012, will be Professor 
Asha Abraham, Professor of Virology CMC Vellore and recipient of the Dr. Ian Hamilton 
Holmes Scholarship, donated by Mrs. Jenifer Holmes in memory of her husband, a Virologist 
of world renown, a committee member of FOVV for 30 years and who had taught at CMC.  
During her visit, Professor Asha Abraham plans to continue her research into Dengue Fever 
and speak at the "CMC Vellore Alumni in Australia" scientific meeting in Griffith, NSW. 
 
In 2013 there is an International Social Work Conference in Melbourne which will set the 
focus for Social Work staff from CMC Vellore coming under the MOU.  Also, they can apply 
to The Ted Gault Memorial Trust for assistance with travel and living expenses. 
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EDWARD GAULT, A FAMILIAR NAME BUT, WHAT ABOUT EDWAR D GAULT DRIVE? 
 

 
 
An account of  the building of Edward Gault 
Drive by Dr. Sudi Devanesen, brother of Dr. 
Dyalan Devanesen, Guest Speaker at the 
2011 FOVV AGM.  Sudi has an Order of 
Canada award for his medical work there. 
 
Edward Gault Drive was built by the Medical 
and Pharmacy students that resided in the 
CMC Men's Hostel in 1967.  The original 
circular road within the Men's hostel was 
made of mud and crushed rock as was the 
road from the main road to it.  When the wind 
picked up or buses arrived to pick up clinical 
students, plumes of dust, dirt and sand would 
invade the hostel, especially the cafeteria.  
This was particularly intolerable during the 
dry season.  Over the years, attempts to get 
administration to do something had failed 
because of "financial costs" in the frugal 
world of a1960’s Christian Medical College. 
 
I was elected Secretary of the Men's Hostel 
Union in 1967. At my very first meeting as 
Secretary the subject of dust and sand came 
up again.  I was determined to do something 
about it and went to meet the Principal, Dr 
Jacob Chandy, and Dr K G Koshi, the Vice 
Principal, with a plea for them to pave the 
road. They refused. I then offered them Plan 
B.  What if we, the students of Men’s Hostel, 
did the labour and save 70% of the cost?  
Initially Dr Chandy was sceptical, believing 
that the students would not take up the 

challenge.  But, he did say, "If you convince 
the student body to do the labour, we will pay 
for the materials.”  
 
An urgent General Meeting was called 
and the offer was hotly debated for over two 
hours.  When finally put to a vote it was a 
unanimous decision, "We will build the road."  
I called Dr Chandy and told him the news.  
He was overjoyed and simply said "Let the 
work begin, the sooner the better."  Within a 
few days we drew up a work schedule for 
each batch of students.  It involved pouring 
premixed cement and crushed rock after 
grading the ground. Each batch was 
assigned, 3 metres at a time for 10 metre 
segments per batch. 
 
There was an opening ceremony and a 
prayer. Dr Chandy symbolically dug the 
ground and we were off and running.  The 
road was completed in 5 weeks, but more 
than a road was built.  The camaraderie, 
friendship and collaborative team effort 
brought the students closer, inspired by the 
fact that we were doing something of real 
value to be enjoyed by generations to come.  
So the dust and sand stopped blowing into 
the hostel and a new hedge planted. 
 
It was a unanimous decision to name the 
road, Edward Gault Drive, and we had an 
opening ceremony including some of the 
seniors who had been taught by Dr Gault.  
They made heartfelt tributes to a man who 
remembered each student’s Birthday with a 
card or letter, all the way from Australia.  In 
my opinion, a man who made an indelible 
mark on the lives of students, staff and 
students he had never met.  Dr Gault was a 
legend in his lifetime, a humble servant of 
God and an inspirational teacher and friend.  
Edward Gault Drive is a fitting memorial to a 
man who touched the lives and hearts of all 
he met. 

 
MORE ON EDWARD GAULT DRIVE: 
Last February, after visiting Vellore, Dr. P.J. Kuruvilla reported that it is the only road in 
Vellore without potholes.  (Doctors and Pharmacists make good labourers too!) 
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SOME THOUGHTS ON “WHY I SUPPORT VELLORE” BY NAN ROD D OF HAWTHORN: 
 
To look at, the hospital is not a luxurious establishment as so many of our hospitals seem to 
be. Gifted money is directed where it is most needed while, for example, the hospital washes 
its own sheets which are hung on clothes lines between the buildings.  It also operates at a 
grass roots level taking medicine to the people, normal medicine, and cataract clinics. I recall 
when I was there they trained outreach workers in one surgical procedure, caesarean 
sections, so they could deal with an immediate situation.  It is interesting to observe the 
Indian habit of a family member sleeping, if necessary, under a patient’s bed, and providing 
food as dietary requirements vary with different sects. 
 
Vellore comes over to me as a hospital at world class level doing things like heart and kidney 
transplants in spite of the chaos which is India which is why I support it. This, I believe, is the 
selling point - Your donation will really achieve something and not get lost in the bureaucracy.  
 
FOVV LIAISON REPRESENTATIVE NEWS: 
 
Gwenda Smith, FOVV Liaison Representative at the High Street Road Uniting Church, Mount 
Waverley, has arranged for our Secretary, Louise, to speak at a Women's Fellowship 
meeting in June.   
 
 

 
WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT? 
 
WHAT DO WE FUNDRAISE FOR? 
 
WHAT IS IT WE SUPPORT? 
 
THE CHRISTIAN MEDICAL COLLEGE 
AND HOSPITAL IN VELLORE, SOUTH 
INDIA 
 

 
“I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, 

you did for me.”   Matthew 25: 40   (The NIV Study Bible) 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
FOVV INFORMATION MATERIAL: 
 
Enquiries/orders to Louise Joy, Secretary FOVV; e-mail to fovvsecretary@gmail.com, 
telephone: 03 5433 3631 or Mobile 0433 326 816 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
FOVV President: Liz Guiver; Mobile: 0403 964 596, e-mail: fovvpresident@gmail.com  
FOVV Secretary:   Louise Joy; Mobile: 0433 326 816, e-mail: fovvsecretary@gmail.com  
FOVV Joint Treasurers:  John Gault & Evelyn Lehmann; Telephone: 03 5441 4289, 
e-mail: fovvtreasurer@gmail.com 
FOVV Newsletter Editors: George & Liz Guiver; e-mail: fovvnewsletter@gmail.com 
Australian FOV:   www.australianfov.net.au 


